Nutritional care of surgical oncology patients.
To review nutritional management of surgical oncology patients, particularly patients with head and neck cancer and gastrointestinal malignancies. Professional journal articles, published research findings, and book chapters related to the nutritional management of surgical oncology patients. Meeting the nutritional needs of oncology patients is challenging. A multidisciplinary approach to the nutritional management of the surgical oncology patient is essential to ensure comprehensive care and assistance in the recovery process. Nurses need to have an understanding of the impact of both the disease process and surgical intervention on the nutritional needs of oncology patients to improve the quality of care and quality of life for these special populations.